THE NORTHWARD  DASH

Huwaiya and Shuwaikila that extend towards the
Najran.

Our march that day had followed the camel-tracks of a
small herd, and my rabia recognised them as a kinsman's
and their direction to indicate recent watering. Soon we
came upon the encampment. I was invited to dismount
before two small tents to see a sick man, whom I found old
and much emaciated; he complained of the almost universal
stomach trouble. The Rashid ascribe it to afera^ the most
intractable of evil spirits, but my patient said it was cfrom
God/ The only palliative in my power was to cheer his
heart with a handful of dates, the last I suspected the poor
wretch would ever want. The urine of the young cow
camel is taken in small quantities for such disorders, or
preferably her vomit (said to be less thirst-provoking),
which is obtained by ramming a stick down her throat.
The urine has a second utility as a hair-wash, in that it
kills vermin. All the desert beauties use it.

The only other occupants of the tent were two women
and a boy. The women were both veiled, as are all the
women of the sands, though they were not averse from
talking with the stranger. They were the wives of the old
man and of his son. The boy, the son of the younger
couple, and aged about four, ran about the tent naked and
uncircumcised.1 Then the younger man came up, carrying
a badly mauled hare, with its captor running at his side,
a long dog of whippet size and dark brown colour.

1 Circumcision with the Murra takes place at the age of about five or
six. Ar Rashid, and to some extent Bait Imani, have of late years adopted
the same practice, giving up the adult circumcision found, among their
Mahra neighbours to the south, but they still maintain certain rites, the
boy being taught to hold his head up bravely during the operation while
the onlookers say 'Karim! KarimP
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